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*NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER*?A gripping journey.??PeopleThe highly anticipated
memoir from hip-hop icon Rick Ross chronicles his coming of age amid Miami?s crack
epidemic, his star-studded controversies and his unstoppable rise to fame.Rick Ross is

an indomitable presence in the music industry, but few people know his full story.
Now, for the first time, Ross offers a vivid, dramatic and unexpectedly candid account
of his early childhood, his tumultuous adolescence and his dramatic ascendancy in
the world of hip-hop.Born William Leonard Roberts I, Ross grew up ?across the
bridge,? in a Miami at odds with the glitzy beaches, nightclubs and yachts of South

Beach. In the aftermath of the 1980 race riots and the Mariel boatlift, Ross came of

age at the height of the city?s crack epidemic, when home invasions and execution-

style killings were commonplace. Still, in the midst of the chaos and danger that
surrounded him, Ross flourished, first as a standout high school football player and
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